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• Young children are missed in the Census at a very high rate

• Young children are missed primarily because they are not included on 
Census questionnaires that are returned

• There are opportunities for Complete Count Committees to get involved 
in improving the count of young children in the 2020 Census 

Key Points



Young children had a higher net undercount (by far) than any
other age group in the 2010 Census
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Undercount= 2010 Census Count – 2012 Demographic Analysis (DA) Estimate
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, May 2012 Demographic Analysis (DA) release

Net Undercount Rates (in Percentages) in 2010 Census, by Age Group



Young children had a higher net undercount rate than other
major demographic groups in 2010 Census
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Young Black and Hispanic children have higher net undercounts
in the 2010 Census
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* Updated from original estimate                                                                                            Source: O’Hare 2015, Table 3.2



The net undercount of young children is getting worse while
the coverage of adults has improved
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Public perception: Concern about the Census

24%

23%

25%

60%Plan to respond to the 2020 Census

Concerned that Census Bureau will 
not keep answers confidential 

Concerned the Census Bureau will 
share answers to Census with other 

government agencies

Concerned that answer to Census 
will be used against you

Source: U.S. Census Bureau Census Barriers, Attitudes and Motivators Study 2018

Percent of Respondents with young children who are EXTREMELY or VERY CONCERNED



2 main reasons young children are missed

Confusion 
• Don’t know that person was supposed to be included in the Census (NALEO 

survey results 15% did not know young children were supposed to be included) 

• Who is in my family? Young child not thought of as part of respondent’s family.

Fear
• Young children living in housing units where they are not supposed to be

• Too many people in unit when child in included 

• Child too young to be living in age-restricted housing unit

• 2 million people age 0-4 live with an unauthorized immigrant 

• 5 million people age 0-4 live with one or more non-citizens



Characteristics of young children likely to be missed

• Racial or ethnic minorities

• Those living in complex households
• Grandchild living with grandparent or other relative
• Cohabiting households

• Those not biological or adopted child of the householder
• Stepchild
• Grandchild
• Niece/nephew
• Child in foster care





What can be done to prevent the undercount?
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What is the Census Bureau doing?
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Appointed to the Governor’s Complete Count Commission



Supporting the formation of local CCCs



Forming partnerships for outreach

• Working with community 
foundations, nonprofit partners

• Using our our 8,000+ member email 
list, social media channels, website 
for communication

• Working with Commission partners 
to reach other hard-to-count 
populations



Annie E. Casey’s KIDS COUNT Network



Vakids.org



What can Complete Count Committees do?
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What can Complete Count Committees do?

•



Conclusion



mailto:lauren@vakids.org
http://www.vakids.org/

